
 

 

 Disproportionality of Children of Color in Foster Care 
Disproportionate representation (or disproportionality) refers to the current situation in 
which particular racial and ethnic groups of children are represented in foster care at a 
higher or lower percentage than their representation in the general population. 
Disproportionality refers both to the overrepresentation of children of color in foster care 
and to the disparate outcomes they experience while they are in foster care. 

• Research indicates that children of color are not at greater risk for abuse and neglect than 
Caucasian children and that there are no differences in the incidence of maltreatment.1 

Nonetheless, children of color are disproportionately reported as victims of child abuse and 
neglect, and these reports are substantiated at disproportionate rates.1 

• Children of color are likely to stay in foster care for longer periods of time and are less likely 
to be either returned home or adopted.1 

• Nationally, African-American children are 4 times as likely and American Indian children 
about 3.5 times as likely as white children to be in state protective custody.1  

Race/Ethnicity In out-of-home care 2 In general population3  

White (non-Hispanic) 41% 61% 
Black (non-Hispanic) 32% 15% 
Hispanic 18% 17% 

Am. Indian/Alaska Native (non-Hispanic) 2% 1% 
Asian/Pacific Islander (non-Hispanic) 1% 3% 
Unknown 2% N/A 

2 or More Races (non-Hispanic) 3% 4% 
 

Additional Resources: 
• Child Welfare League of America: http://www.cwla.org/programs/culture/disproportionate.htm  

• Practices that Mitigate the Effects of Racial/Ethnic Disproportionality: 
http://www.casey.org/Resources/Archive/Publications/MitigatingDisproportionality.htm 

• National Data Analysis System: http://ndas.cwla.org/research_info/minority_child/   
• Children's Bureau:  Children of Color in the Child Welfare System:  

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/abuse_neglect/respon_coc/index.html - overview   
• Annie E. Casey Foundation’s KidsCount: http://www.aecf.org/kidscount/ 
• National Resource Center for Family-Centered Practice and Permanency Planning:  

http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/info_services/children-of-color.html   

• The Race Matters Consortium: http://www.racemattersconsortium.org/  
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