


THE HEADLINES TELL THE STORY.  OUR SOCIETY IS FAILING 

THE NATIONʼS MOST VULNERABLE CHILDREN, THOSE  WHO 

HAVE EXPERIENCED ABUSE, NEGLECT AND ABANDONMENT.  

WHILE THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WORK TO CARE FOR THESE 

KIDS, MORE HELP IS NEEDED.  THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM IS 

IN DESPERATE NEED OF VOLUNTEERS, FOSTER PARENTS AND 

RESOURCES — INCLUDING FUNDING AND DONATIONS OF 

GOODS AND SERVICES. WE BELIEVE THESE VULNERABLE 

CHILDREN DESERVE THE VERY BEST CHANCE THAT WE, THE 

WEALTHIEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD, CAN GIVE THEM TO 

OVERCOME PAST TRAUMA AND BUILD A BETTER FUTURE FOR 

THEMSELVES.  FOSTER CARE AFFECTS MY PEERS, MY FRIENDS, 

IT EFFECTS ME. IF YOUTH ACROSS AMERICA BAND TOGETHER 

OUR VOICES WILL BE HEARD.

Youth across America speak out



Our friends. Our peers. 

Over 513,000 American children are in foster care, taken away when 
their families are in crisis and can’t take care of them. But there aren’t 
enough foster families to take them in. There isn’t enough money to 
provide the things every child needs. There aren’t enough people to 
help them, mentor them, or to simply cheer them up and give them 
hope for the future. 

If nothing changes… by the year 2020:

> Nearly 14 million reported cases of child abuse and neglect will be 
confirmed

> 22,500 children will die of abuse or neglect, most before their fifth 
birthday

> More than 9,000,000 children will spend some time in foster care

> More than 300,000 children will age out of our foster care system, 
some in poor health and many unprepared for higher education, 
technical college or the workforce

>  99,000 former foster youth who aged out of the system will 
experience homelessness.

Download foster care fact sheets at www.bandtogether.org

Every two minutes 

a child enters the 

foster care system. 

There is not a minute 

to waste. We must 

improve the foster 

care system for our 

peers. It’s critical 

for the future of our 

generation and for 

the future of America.



Listed below are just some of the issues young 

people living in foster care face. Some of these 

facts may surprise you. Some may disturb you. 

But they represent facts of life for half a million 

young people in foster care.

Read on! Learn how you can improve life in foster care...

Sibling separation
Often brothers and sisters who 
enter foster care are not able to 
live together. It is not uncommon to 
hear stories of how communication 
was restricted while in foster care 
and siblings lose contact with each 
other.

Overnights not allowed
“Hey, can you spend the night this 
Saturday?” Imagine answering that 
question with, “Are your parents 
willing to get a police background 
check first?”  For some foster 
youth, this is a requirement.

No pets 
Most kids who enter foster care are 
not allowed to bring their pets with 
them.

Happy 18th Birthday
For some teens the only 18th 
birthday present they receive is a 
plastic bag to put their stuff in and 
a bus pass. Then they are informed 
they will have to find a new place 
to live.

Minutes to go
When youth first go into foster 
care, they often have just minutes 
to pack. And often they must 
quickly stuff belongings into bags to 
transport it.

Driver’s license
Many states do not allow kids in 
foster care to get a driver’s license. 
This can make it hard for a youth 
to prepare for life on their own by 
getting a job, particularly if they 
live in a rural area that has no 
public transportation.

Holidays for college students
Most colleges close campus housing 
(dorms) during holiday breaks. 
Many youth report sleeping in their 
cars during these breaks because 
they have nowhere else to go.

Vacations optional
Foster families often cannot afford 
to bring their foster children on 
vacations or they choose not to. 
If a family travels out of state, 
sometimes foster children are not 
allowed to go.

Losing my religion
Because there is a shortage of 
foster homes across the country, 
entering into foster care may mean 
that a young person must move 
to a new city or county. Often it is 
not possible to stay connected to 
their church or to continue to play 
on a sports team because of the 
distance. 

DID YOU KNOW?



Read on! Learn how you can improve life in foster care...

DID YOU KNOW?

Built for youth. Powered by youth. 
Changing life in foster care.

Fact: Child abuse and neglect is the number one social 
concern among teenagers.1

Fact: Young people volunteer at twice the rate of adults with 
55 percent of young people volunteering, compared with only 29 
percent of adults. 2

The Band Together Campaign will leverage these two facts and 
engage young people in efforts to improve life for children in foster 
care. 

Youth, both in and out of care, are being recruited to raise public 
awareness around the issues of foster care and to advocate for the 
resources needed to improve the system.  The Campaign engages 
young people to take action in three ways to help improve life for 
children in foster care:  understand ,   serve , and  speak out . 

Collaboration between multiple youth-serving organizations 
provides avenues for participation by young people: schools, 
scouts, church youth groups, foster care youth leaders… all are 
invited to Band Together to raise public awareness and resources to 
benefit children in foster care.

1 Getting Wiser 
to Teens, 2004, 
Peter Zollo. 
2 Corporation 
for National 
and Community 
Service, with 
the U.S. Census 
Bureau and 
Independent 
Sector
 



I REALIZE A CHILD IN FOSTER CARE COULD HAVE BEEN ME. 

THROUGH NO FAULT OF THEIR OWN, SOME CHILDREN ARE BORN 

INTO FAMILIES WHICH CANʼT CARE FOR THEIR CHILDREN.  I CALL 

ON THE ADULTS OF AMERICA TO KEEP MY FRIENDS, MY PEERS 

AND MYSELF SAFE.  KIDS IN FOSTER CARE DESERVE TO LIVE IN A 

STABLE HOME WITH SUPPORT FROM ADULTS WHO LOVE THEM. 

THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE TO EXPERIENCE MULTIPLE MOVES WHILE 

IN FOSTER CARE. THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO  MAINTAIN 

CONNECTIONS WITH SIBLINGS, RECEIVE THE BEST EDUCATION 

AVAILABLE, AND RECEIVE PROTECTION FROM HARM AND 

SICKNESS.  MOST OF ALL, THEY HAVE THE RIGHT TO A CHILDHOOD.  

I PLEDGE TO DO WHATEVER I CAN, IN MY OWN WAY, TO FIGHT FOR 

THEIR RIGHT TO A BETTER LIFE WHILE IN FOSTER CARE. 

I WILL BAND TOGETHER.

The Band Together Pledge

Signature City/State Date

CAMPAIGN    
          CHANGE

how to BAND TOGETHER

FO
R

If real change is to take place in the foster care system, policy makers 
who are responsible for the laws in the United States must make child 
welfare a priority. 

2008 is a year for political action. With the presidential election in 2008, 
young people have proven their voices matter. There is new legislation 
that could change the landscape of foster care. 

Log on to www.bandtogether.org and learn about current legislation. Then 
take action by writing to your Senators and Representatives in support of 
legislation that will change life for children in foster care. 

for a family



ABOUT
The Band Together campaign is driven by several youth organizations and led by FosterClub, the 
national network for young people in foster care. FosterClub’s goal is to inspire a young generation 
to advocate for improved care and services for their peers who have experienced abuse, neglect or 
abandonment and are living in the U.S. foster care system.

The National Network for Young 
People in Foster Care: FosterClub 
provides a peer support network 
for youth. The FosterClub All-
Stars are national leaders who 
have emerged from foster care 
and travel the country inspiring 
their younger peers and infusing 
youth perspective into the child 
welfare system.
> www.fosterclub.com

National Foster Youth Advisory 
Council: A diverse national group 
comprised of current and former 
foster youth, providing a voice 
and making a difference in the 
lives of youth that are currently 
in care.
> www.nfyac.org

National Foster Care Coalition 
is a unique partnership of 
more than 40 national and 
local organizations, as well as 
individuals, building public will 
to improve the lives of children, 
youth, and young adults who are, 
or who have been, in foster care.
> www.nationalfostercare.org

Higher Education for Foster 
Youth:
The Orphan Foundation of 
America is the country’s leading 
provider of scholarships for 
foster youth pursuing higher 
education.
> www.orphan.org

In Their Own Words:
Youth Communication helps 
teenagers develop their skills in 
reading, writing, thinking, and 
reflection, so they can acquire 
the information they need to 
make thoughtful choices about 
their lives.
> www.youthcomm.org

National Foster Care Month
in May raises public awareness 
about the issues in the foster 
care system and works to 
involve citizens.
> www.fostercaremonth.org

Helping Youth Transition from 
Foster Care to Adulthood: The 
Jim Casey Youth Opportunities 
Initiative is a national 
foundation whose mission is 
to help youth in foster care 
make successful transitions to 
adulthood.
> www.jimcaseyyouth.org

Youth Leading Change:
California Youth Connection 
promotes the participation 
of foster youth in policy 
development and legislative 
change to improve the foster 
care system. 
> www.calyouthconn.org

Foster Care Alumni of America 
is a member association whose 
mission is to connect the alumni 
community and to transform 
policy and practice, ensuring 
opportunity for people in and 
from foster care.
> www.fostercarealumni.org

In Collaboration

Partnering Child Welfare Youth Organizations



www.bandtogether.org




